
George Washingtonôs 

Thanksgiving Proclamation, 1789

Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty 

God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His 

protection and favor; and

Whereas both Houses of Congress have, by their joint committee, requested me 

"to recommend to the people of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and 

prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal 

favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to 

establish a form of government for their safety and happiness":



Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday, the 26th day of 

November next, to be devoted by the people of these States to the service of that 

great and glorious Being who is the Beneficent Author of all the good that was, 

that is, or that will be; that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him our 

sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of this 

country previous to their becoming a nation; for the signal and manifold mercies 

and the favorable interpositions of His providence in the course and conclusion of 

the late war; for the great degree of tranquillity , union, and plenty which we have 

since enjoyed; for the peaceable and rational manner in which we have enabled to 

establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and 

particularly the national one now lately instituted; for the civil and religious 

liberty with which we are blessed, and the means we have of acquiring and 

diffusing useful knowledge; and, in general, for the great and various favors which 

He has been pleased to confer upon us.



And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and 

supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations, and beseech Him to 

pardon our national and other transgressions; to enable us all, whether in 

public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly 

and punctually; to render our national government a blessing to all the people 

by constantly being a government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, 

discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed; to protect and guide all 

sovereigns and nations (especially such as have shown kindness to us), and to 

bless them with good governments, peace, and concord; to promote the 

knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of science 

among them and us; and, generally, to grant unto all mankind such a degree of 

temporal prosperity as He alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand, at the city of New York,

the 3rd day of October, AD 1789

George Washington





Foundation & Building
1 Corinthians 3:10-23 November 22, 2009



1 Corinthians 3:9

ÂéGodôs fellow workers

ÂéGodôs field

ÂéGodôs building



1 Corinthians 3
3 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual 
people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with 
milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able 
to receive it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are 
still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions 
among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 4

For when one says, ñI am of Paul,ò and another, ñI am of 
Apollos,ò are you not carnal? 
5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through 
whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6 I planted, 
Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither 
he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who 
gives the increase. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are 
one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his 
own labor. 
9For we are Godôs fellow workers; you are Godôs 
field, you are Godôs building. 10 According to the grace of 
God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have 
laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one 
take heed how he builds on it. 11For no other foundation can 
anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12

Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13each oneôs work will 
become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be 
revealed by fire; and the fire will test each oneôs work, of what 
sort it is. 14If anyoneôs work which he has built on it endures, 
he will receive a reward. 15If anyoneôs work is burned, he will 
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 
16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that
the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If anyone defiles the temple 
of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, 
which temple you are. 
18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to 
be wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become 
wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 
For it is written, ñHe catches the wise in theirown craftinessò; 
20 and again, ñThe LORD knows the thoughts of the wise, that 
they are futile.ò 21 Therefore let no one boast in men. For all 
things are yours: 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the 
world or life or death, or things present or things to comeðall 
are yours. 23 And you are Christôs, and Christ isGodôs.

9For we are Godôs fellow workers; 
you are Godôsfield , 

you are Godôsbuilding . 



Godôs Fellow Workers

ÂñFellowò with God

ÂñFellowò with each other



In the Field there areé

ÂPlanters

ÂWaterers

Â Increases given by God

YOU are Godôs Field



In a Building there is

ÂA Foundation

ÂA Building

ÂA Builder and Building Materials

YOU are Godôs Building



Foundation

ÂThe Foundation = Christ

ÂThe Wise Master Builder = Paul

ÂSignificance?  

ÂChrist is the ONLY foundation!

ÂTake heed HOW you build!



Building

ÂBuilder = YOU

ÂBuilding Material = Your WORKS

ÂSignificance?  

ÂñRewardò vs. ñGiftò



Another Metaphor

ÂYou are the TEMPLE of God

ÂSignificance?  

ÂCorrupting the temple (you), will result 
in you (the temple) being corrupted


