
Judge Not?

1 Corinthians 4:1-6



Context (chapters 1-3)



Text (1 Corinthians 4:1-6)

• Stewardship

• Judgment

How does the Text fit 
into the Context?



Context (chapters 1-3)
• Unity / Division

• Wisdom / Foolishness

• Spirituality / Carnality

• Reward / Loss

• Glorying in Man / in God

The Right View of Leadership
The Right View of Judgment



These things, brethren, I have figuratively 
transferred to myself and Apollosȱ

+ÌÛɯÈɯÔÈÕɯÚÖɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙɯÜÚȱ

The Right View of 

Leadership



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Trireme_1.jpg

òServants of Christó
“Under-

Rower”

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Trireme_cut-fr.svg



Stewards
• οἰκονόμος (oikonomos)

• of God’s hidden truths

• Faithful



The Right View of 

Leadership

The Right View of 

Judgment



3 Judgments 
• By Men

• By Self

• By God



Ɂ)ÜËÎÌɯÕÖÛɯÓÌÚÛɯàÌɯÉÌɯÑÜËÎÌËɂ
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Meaning of òJudgeó

consider, 
estimate, 

think 

discern, 
assess, 

evaluate 

moderate, 
referee, 
arbitrate 

declare, 
give opinion, 
give verdict, 

decide 

critique, 
condemn, 

damn



Judge Not?
• How NOT to judge

– Wrong Time

– Wrong Standard

– Wrong Motive

• How TO judge
– Leave the final judgment to GOD

– You are NOT God

– You are responsible to God



Why are fire engines red?
They have four wheels and eight men
four plus eight is twelve
twelve inches make a ruler
a ruler is Queen Elizabeth
Queen Elizabeth sails the seven seas
the seven seas have fish
the fish have fins
The Finns hate the Russians
the Russians are red
Fire engines are always rushinɀ
2ÖɯÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯÙÌËȭ



What to DO
• Know God’s Word, know His 

TRUTHS

• Respond with Obedience

• Speak the Truth in Love


